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THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION COMMISSION
ACCRA
13TH MARCH, 2025
AFR NO: RTIC/AFR/09/2025
WILLIAM KOFI YIRENKYI APPLICANT
ACCRA
AND
NATIONAL SIGNALS BUREAU RESPONDENT
ACCRA.

DETERMINATION BY THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION COMMISSION IN
RESPECT OF AN APPLICATION FOR REVIEW FILED BY WILLIAM KOFI
YIRENKYI AGAINST THE_ NATIONAL SIGNALS BUREAU’S REFUSAL TO
RELEASE INFORMATION REQUESTED BY WILETAM KOFI YIRENKYI

FACTS

On 6™ January, 2025, William Kofi Yirenkyi (hereinafter called as “the Applicant”) requested
for information from the National Signals Bureau (hereinafter referred to as the “Respondent”)

through its Director-General.
The information sought by the Applicant has been reproduced below:

1. Were the CCTV cameras at the East Legon underpass, on the Boundary Road
leading to the Gethsemane Cemetery, the Labawuleshie Road and Trinity
Avenue intersection, and the Okponglo Traffic Light onto the N4 highway
leading to the Airport Police Station operational between 11:00 p.m. on 20"
November 2022 and 1:00 a.m. on 21* November 2022.
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Fas e pubfic COTV cunrcri on the fnrersecrineg of Sdabongd Sithode Streef
ard Peter Al Adjerey Ave in Camtements, Greater Aocra Region, focated ot the
First junction ofr the feft when heading to the Netivnaf Sigrads Brreau affice
front Morning Sfar Internationaf School, operationad an Sk December 2027
fetwaen the frowrs of 330 a0 and £ 30 0.0m, ¢

Woere any of the reported maffunctions, modmtemanee ACHVITES, o diwntistes
dffveting the comera during these periods?

Does the foutage fram the COTV camdera at the locarian af thexe twi crimingl
imcidesds ot benween 100 pom. on 20 November 2022 andd F00 am, on 21
Nowember 2022 and T December J023 stitd extst in pour qrehies?

If the fovtage exfuts, s it been veviewed or accessed by pour ingtitictfon o any
Hrird party, inclading the Ghara Pafice Service, i e pust?

Jehae Fed v frs aeaveilfability (Fthe footage does ner exise?

Has the Criminal Investiparions Deparimend (CID) of the Ghang Pofice Service
s gny piler fow eaforcemens afficif forerelly requesied the feaiage from hese
focalicens within vhe said dates and tmes?

i regiiosis were made, on whel dafes were thev received, and what was ouicome
af Hre reipuevis?

What iv posr insiffution's refention peficy for e prabfic COTY fosinge,
specificaty for the locutions where the incidemss accnrred?

How fong £s footage ippicalfy stored before being defeted or averwrifien?

Hhat ix the procedure for requesting decess 0 OCTV finnuge ax an inelividhudl
imvolfved fn or affected By fhese crimivad incidenes?

Ave theve guy specific condiiions or requirements h be fulfiffed to access the

fooiage!

When the Applicant did oot receive a tesponse o b application. and wilhguot exiausting the
intermal review procedure peovided under the Right to Infirmation Act 2019 (Act %87, he

petitiened The Bizhe to Inforenation Commission {hereinafier referred 1o us the "Commissign™) an
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219 Tunuary, 2025 for 8 review of the failure, setusal andior peglect of the Respundont to provide

v informalion requested,

The Comemission wrote e he Respondent i s letter dated 37 February, 2025 with referches
number: RTICRFVOL 60523 requesting the Respondent to provide 18 reagons for its fuilure,

refiasa] and or neplect 3 tespond 10 1he Applicant’s request,

As at the dae of this determination, the Respoodent has not responded to the Commission’s

TégUeEL,
ISSUE:

The igsue for determuinanion is: whether o ool the Respondent's failure o furnish the Applcant

with the intormation requested was Justilied under Act 9897

Kectiom 23(5) of At 989 provides that an applieation should be deened 1o have been refused
where the inleermation officer fails 1 determine the spplication within |4 daya: and the applicant
mery apply 1o the head ol the public insttulon Tor an mtemal review of the deersion al’ the

infocomation officer upder section 31 of The Aet.

The Comrmission ootes that the Applicant did not apply Tor an ineetnal review 1 the head of the
Respondent, as cequited by section 22, The Apphigant aepied Lo his ketier 1o the Commission thas
soelion 672} €6} of Agt 980 empowers him o apply divectly 1o e Cirrnmizsion #fier an inilial
refusal without the need for on applicalion for internal review since the Tequest=d intormation is
necegsary (o safepuard his life and personal libery, The Cormimission agrees with the Applicant s
prsilion, it indeed the infommation requested is sought to safeguand his lite and personul [Therty

save (hat the Applicam did net furnish any evidence or demensteetion of that fagt
Undet secyion 27 of Act 989 the rensens tor denving o reyuest are as tollows:
“If

) the application s mani lestly frivelons or vexatiows; o

by b infemation iy an exerapl information.”™
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Mo evideoce has heen provided de sappest that the requesied inforeation Falls within the gxemnmt
catcgarics of information awtlined in scotions 510 16l Aot 988 Thivwever, upin ils review aof
the spreciflic reguests mede by the Applicant, the Commission finds some ol 1he requested
informacion cxempl under section 7 (1) (1) of Act 989 whilst the remaining requested pieces af

nlrrmatien are not xempl momy diselesure. Section P D provides ag follows.

“Infarmatiom is exempl [Tomn disclosure where the inlonnation caonlams malters which il

disclogad can reasonabily b2 expectad 1o

i1} mierfere wiil the mamienance of anfercement of » lwwlul methisd or priccedure Tor prtecimg

the salety ol the pablic™.

The picces of information deemed exempt rom disclosure by the Commussion, when disclosed.
can pive an idea or mdication to poteacial misercants reearding the handling of CCTY footage hy

secnmily agengies and they may use thatl mo their advumiaye.
L S T ] )

The Conmumssion [inds that the Respondent iz not justified in refusing to grant the Applicant
access to lhe indunmation requested. The Respondent Tas Breached its obligations under Act 959
by failing to respond o both the Applicant's request and the Cotmnission’s letter, [n factl, onder

goction Mol Act 989, the Boapondent is required to assisl the Commission im ik mvesligalions.
FINAL ORDERS

The Comrnission bas the power wnder seciton 43 {23 {c} of Act 98% o issuc recommcndarions

atd ponaltivs in relation 12 casas before it Section 43 (2} (¢] provides as follows:

The Commissicn shall have the power o
{v] make any determination as the Commission oohiblers just and cquitable

including issuing recommendations or penallics in maiters before the Commission.

Hir
o
2,

R R

i
B O, EGE YK 17T // /
p i RO T

AL 17 e e
e

Fage | 4



Further, section 71027 [0 gl Act #9Y cnpowers She Comamission oo inpege adnmnistzaive

penaltics agains: public mstiulicms thar fail 10 ey with un obligaticn required undse Jws At

The Sectian 712100 meads;

Section T142)

A decision af The commission may inelude,

¢ Jmposition of an administrative penalty against rthe public institutlen or relevant
private body where the public institution or relevamt private hody fails 1o comply

with an obligation under this AL

In wiew of the afercmentioned, e Commission herghy makes the llowing speciiic eedors

directad st he Direclor-General of the Mational Siprials Hureaa:
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Rased en the Respondent’s failure o comply with ils obligation under Act 959, an
administrative penalty of GHEWO0 M0N0 is impesed on the Respondent and this
shall be payahle to 1the Comniizsion not later than 14 days after the date of receipt of
thiz degision. The penalry so imposed shall actract an additional delauolf penalty at a
rate of 10% on the principal penalty cum of GHe LHLWLDD in the event of defauli
for any additional 14 (layxs lﬁ erculier.

Tl Director-Gencral shall ensure 1hat aceess to the picces of infurmation reguestel
as staied below are granted to or denied the Applicant, acearding as indicated by
the Commission, net later than 7 davs after receipt of this decision by the
Colnmissinn:

f. Were the COTV cqmeras of the Fast Legon iwdurpasy, on the Bourdory fowd
letding to e Gethvemane Cemerery. ke Labqwadeskie Road amid Trinify Avewae
imderseetion, and the (dponglo Traffic Light enio e N4 fighway leading o fhe
Airport Pifice Station apeeaifenial on betwecn 1000 pon, on 20 Noveegber 2022 ard
108 ae pa 25t Novewmber 2822,

NOTE: {Neesrian shoplhi e answerced,
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il By the paffic COTV camera on the infersection of Nidabarngi Sithefe Sirecr
and Forer Afa Adjerey Ave ir Cueontoments, Greaier Accra Region, located of e forse
Frivection om the feft when feading fo e Mationad Sigrals Buarcau office from Morning
Star faveenapional Scfeef, aperativaal og 300 December 2008 petween the beurs of
Je b ey am 4o 30w ?

NOTE: Question shoufd be anowered,

1 Were any of the reported rralfunciions, mauaiatchatce ackivitics, er dowsiines
affecting the conrers duriag ee periode?

NSO Qoeestfioe sferfd e aeswered,

4, Droes the fooragge fram the COTV comeri of the fociotion of iese twa criming!
incidensy i Between [0 pow. oa 20tk Novesber 2022 and 100 gm, ga 21t
Movemiber 2022 and 3k Decoember 2023 spiff exivg iy vosr archives?

NOTE: Quesifon shoald net be qoxwered yvince I [ exerapt from disclosure wnder
seotfm TEE) fip of Ace 98 heing Saformation wiase disclaxare iv ikefy ip “frirerfere
with ifee mainizaance or edforcemient of @ lowfuf moihod or procedure for profeciing
flre safery of e public,” Such information cax give an fdea or indicelion fo polentind
wtiscreands regariding the fanditng of CUTV foctage by securily agettcfes dad may use
Fht for thaie efvonsnpe.

i I the footage extits, hav it beenr revicwed or acoessed by yonr insithaion or any
fhird parly, inchuding ihe Ghana Police Service, in il prst?

NOTE.: Questior slhonfd be arswered,

A. Wt fouf do it wpavaifability if the fonfape daas mor gxive?

NOTE: (estion shoalid be answered,

. Has tieg Crimingf fnvestiparions Deporimenr (CID) of fe Ghang Pofice Service
oF anp ofher daw enforcement afficiel formally requested e foorage from these
facadfax withim PR sard dafes and tmey?

ANOTE: Question shaulfd be apsaered.,
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&, If requeses were nade, on the dites they were received, and wiral was dNECemRe
af the reguesis?
NOTE: Question shoreld be waswered,
v, Mot iv ponr INStiiwiion's releniion policy for the pablic CCTV fuetage,
specificafly fur the fecmiors whiere e incideuts occareed?
NOE: (uestion showfd not be aaowersd Jor the remson already given whove I
pavagraph (4L
10, How fong is fostage typleally stored before being defeied or ivernritien
NOTE: Question skowld be arswered,
i1 Mhuf is the procedure for reguesiing access fo OCTV foniage oy o fndividual
fnvedved in or affecied By these criminal incidents?
NOTE: {uestion stowfd be answered.
f2 Arc there any specific conditiong or requeiremends fo be fulfilfed to accesy the
footegel!
NOTE: Guestion shoulid be eavnered.

¢, The information ordered to be released l.ti the Applicants under Paragraph “b®
supra shall atirasct a clharge of GHgD.27 per page where it is to be photocopied. B
the information iz to be released in g printed form,  fee or charge of GHeGAR shall
apply and where the infermation is to be relcased in computer readable format,
fee or charge of GHEO.2% should be applicd for rhe informatinn per page pursuant
to the Fees and Charges {(Misecllancuns Provisionsy Aet, 2022 (Act 1080).

d. The Applicant shaull rather be alowed by the National Signals Dureau 16 inspect
o watch the CCTY feotage in question within 7 days of receipt af thiz decision by

the Commission.
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