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DETERMINATION BY THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION COMMISSION IN RESPECT
OF AN APPLICATION FOR REVIEW FILED BY{IMR. SELASI AKLOTSOE MENSAH
AGAINST THE GHANA EDUCATION SERVICE’S REFUSAL TO RELEASE
INFORMATION REQUESTED BY MR. SELAST AKLOTSOE MENSAH
FACTS o
The facts of the instant matter are that, on 27" September, 2024, Mr. Selasi Aklotsoe Mensah

(hereinafter referred to as the “Applicant”) requested for information from the Ghana Education

Service (hereinafter referred to as the “Respondent™) through the Information Officer of the

Respondent. :

The applicant sought the following information: :
KINDLY GIVE DETAILS OF Mr. ‘Edward Allan Agbeti’s qualification,
headmaster of Dzodze Penyi Senior High School, and confirm if he was a student
of Mount Mary College of Education and University of Cape Coast, including
the year he completed and the programmes he offered.

According to the Applicant, the Information Officer of ihe Respondent refused to grant access to

the information requested and explained that it was ¢kempt under section 16 of the Right to

Information Act, 2019 (Act 989). Dissatisfied with the, decision of the Information Officer, the
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Applicant petionad the Director-Genaral af the Ftcs.pnn::k' nt on 26t Dietober. 2024 Lor anmieroal
tevicw ot the deeision of the Information Oftieer,

When the Applicant did ot reeeive any pegpense Lo his miecnal review applicaton, ho petiiened
the Right 4 [nfrmation Cimamissen (hereinafier reforeed 1o as the "Commission”) on 40
Drecembier, 2024 for a reviewat'the refusal ol the F{cspnﬁdml o pravvicle the indoomation rgepues ed.
Lipon teccip by the {ommission ol the Applicancstapplication for revicw, s wrotz 1o 1he
Respondent ina levter dated 199 December. 2024 with reference number RTIC/RE/VOL.AMITS
requesting the Respondent o furnish it with the infermalion regquested by the Applicant. s at the
dale ol s detenmioaton. the Kespondent has failed. neglected andfvelused w respond o the
CrHTLOn iREI0N & bequest.

55000

I'he issue for determunation is whether or nol the infonmation requested by the Applicant i3 cxempt
under sectivn ]l AgL BRL !

RESCH.UTIDN OF ISSUE

The relevant provision im act F8% in relation w the issu-.;: gat dovan cor resclutinm is seciom 4.

As carlier indivatel, the Tnlunmation Officer of the E{csp‘tl‘nndcm in the initial application denied the
Applicant's request stating thar ic was exempl under section 16 (23 (c) ol At 989, The section
provides s follows: 1

Section 16 {2) ic)

Disclosure is whreasonnble if it reveals or iz likely (v reveal informarion abont the
indivldual’s *

() confidential professianal, commereial or Hinanciaf affairs.

The Cemmission, upon review of the information requestesd by the Applican, tails to see how the
qualificarion of a person holding a public position is exempl from disclosure, The Commizsian
s that & person who holds o public pesilion must be seutinzed o determine whelber ar not
thar petson s quabific] for e puosition. Withew such senning, people waipht provide fake

qualiticatiens 16 hold pubbe otfce.

Further, scetion 16 (33 ()} pravides that: a
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Discloawre is reascnuable il

{ji  the individual to whom the infirmation relates was informed or made aware prior
to supphying the infurmation ar that the informaoiion belonps fo @ class of informaiten thit

wilf or peight be made qeailable to e pubife.

Thus, the same saction 16 thal the Respandent was mlg-fring on o deny ascess o the infermation
made exsinpticns o non-disclosure of pecsonal imformation. Since Mr. Bdwared Allan Apyeti 1
emplayed by ihe Ghana Education Serviee and has already provided his qualitications to the (hana
Fducation Service, by accopling such a public appointment, his qualifications canmm he deemed
exenpt informaticn. The Commnission therefary duws net find the information requested az being
cxempt [rom disclosire. |

FINAL OHDERS

The Commission has the power under section 43 (2) {u}‘ﬁrﬁmt QB9 to issue recommendations and
penalties in relation to cases hefare 6 Section 43 (2] (¢} provides as [ollows:

A

The Commissian shall have the power to
11
(¢} make any determinarion as the Commission considers just and equitable including

isswing recomniendations or penaliles in mateers boefore the Commission.

Funiher, section 712} () of Act 989 coopowers the Commiszionto impess administrative penalties
an public instiuions tha Fail to comply with en whligatin reguired undee the Act, The Section 71

{2} {1} reads: n

Seccion TL(Z) '

A decision of the commissivn may include,
(€} Linposition of an administrative pemally against the public institution or Televant
private body where the publiv institulicn oy rﬁruut private body fails f; comply with

, l
an obligaticn wnder this Act.
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In wiew af the aluremuntoned, the Comuission herchy makes the Wollowang speeific ordee

direcled at Cae Daractor- General o he Glang Edacalion Service:

4. Bagted on 1he Respandent’s failure 10 comply with i obligation under Act 959, an
administrative penalty of GHgS0000.00 is imposed on the Respondeni and ihis shall
he payable to the Commission not Later Thar®T3 days after the date of receipe of this
decision, The prenally 3o impesed shall nnrn-ﬁ ap additional default penaley rate of
144% on the principal penalty sum of GHeil!Tﬂﬂﬂ.HH in the event of delawll For any
additional 14 days thereafter.

h. The Dircetor-4reneral shall cnsure that the information requested as stated below is
relensed to the Applican! not afer than 14 duys after receipl of this deelsion ba 1he
{ onuisyion. and same copied the Commission:

KINIEY GIVE DETAILS OF Mr. Edward Alfun Agbeni®s qualificeiion,
freadmester of Dodoe Penpf Senice High Schoof, and coaffrm if e was a stitent
of Mount Mary Coflege of Educatian and Univeriity of Cupe Coast, including

the yuir fre compleied ard tie programses fre affered.

¢. The information wrdcred to he released 1o thél.ﬁppliwnl under Paragraph *b" supra
shall attract a charge of GI1#0.27 per pagedwhere it i 10 be photeeopied. 1f che
infermatien It 1o be peleased in a printed form, 1 fee or charpe of GH2 L3S shall apply
and where the information is o be released in compuoler readable format, o fec or
charge ol GHeU.Z% shoulil be applied for the information per page pursdahi 19 1he

Fees and Charges (Miscellangous Provisionsh-Act, 2022 (Act 15(),
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