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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

RIGHT TO INFORMATION COMMISSION COMMEMORATES INTERNATIONAL
DAY FOR UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO INFORMATION (IDUAI)

Today, September 28, 2023, the Right to Information Commission of Ghana joins the global
community in commemorating the International Day for Universal Access to Information
(IDUAI). This day serves as a reminder of the fundamental human right to information and
provides an opportunity to shed light on this year's theme, "THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
ONLINE SPACE FOR ACCESS TO INFORMATION." It is particularly relevant in a digital
age where the internet has become a crucial platform for empowering citizens’ access to

information and promoting transparency.

The emergence of the online space has revolutionized the way information flows. With the
increasing penetration of internet connectivity and the proliferation of digital devices, more people
have access to information at the click of a button than before. The online space is an important
platform for the exercise of the right to information. The online space offers various benefits for
both information seekers and holders. For information seekers, the online space provides
convenience, speed, affordability, and diversity of sources. For information holders, the online

space enables proactive disclosure, efficient management, cost reduction, and feedback

mechanisms.

The online space transcends geographical boundaries, societal barriers, and time constraints,
enabling individuals to search for and retrieve information swiftly and conveniently. It has become
an invaluable tool for democratic participation, enabling citizens to engage with public mstitutions,

hold governments accountable, and participate in decision-making processes.
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The online space plays a pivotal role in promoting transparency and accountability in public
administration. Governments, public bodies, and Private institutions can utilize websites, online
portals, and social media platforms to publish and disseminate information regarding their policies,
programs, and activities. This facilitates greater access to government-held inf(;rmation, enabling
citizens to make informed decisions, monitor public spending, and scrutinize the actions of public
officials. By forging a govemment-citizen dialogue, the online space contributes to a more

transparent and accountable governance.

The online space provides a gateway for marginalized groups, such as women, youth, and persons
with disabilities, to access information that was previously inaccessible to them. It promotes
inclusivity and bridges the digital divide, allowing citizens to engage in public discourse, voice
their concerns, and demand their rights. Online platforms also facilitate the sharing of knowledge

and best practices, fostering innovation and development.

While the online space has immense potential for access to information, I must admit that
challenges persist. These include issues of digital literacy, inadequate infrastructure, censorship,
and the risk of misinformation and disinformation. Together, we can collaborate to address these
challenges by investing in digital skills training, expanding internet connectivity, and promoting

media literacy

The International Day for Universal Access to Information serves as a reminder of the vital role
played by the online space in ensuring broad and equitable access to information. Leveraging
digital technologies and fostering an enabling environment for access to information using the
online space will empower citizens, increase transparency, and drive sustainable development. As
we commemorate this day, let us work together to harness the full potential of the online space

and build a more inclusive and informed society.
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